Speaking with Grace Lincoln Douglas Casebook 2025-2026
Practical Skills v. Theoretical Knowledge Edition

Affirmative Responses to Negative Arguments

At: Develop Minds Not Just Workers

1. False Dichotomy
My opponent is making a false dichotomy or exclusive statement. Valuing practical skills
does not mean reducing human beings to workers. It means recognizing excellence in
action, contribution, and competence, not just contemplation.

2. Practical Skills Develop Minds
A study by the IOSR Journal of Research & Method in Education found that

“Lecture-based science and rote memorization often fail modern educational

standards.”
Tindan, Thomas Nipielim & Anaba, Clement Asakedola. “Scientific Hands-On Activities
And Its Impact On Academic Success Of Students: A Systematic Literature Review.”
IOSR Journal of Research & Method in Education. December, 2024.
https.://www.iosrjournals.org/iosr-jrme/papers/Vol-14%20Issue-6/Ser-

4/E1406043947.pdf Accessed February 14, 2026.

And later on in the same article,

“The conclusion is that hands-on science education boosts academic and cognitive

performance. Studies show that these activities improve students' conceptual

understanding, critical thinking, problem-solving, and engagement.”

Tindan, Thomas Nipielim & Anaba, Clement Asakedola. “Scientific Hands-On Activities
And Its Impact On Academic Success Of Students: A Systematic Literature Review.”
1OSR Journal of Research & Method in Education. December, 2024.
https://www.iosrjournals.org/iosr-jrme/papers/Vol-14%20Issue-6/Ser-
4/E1406043947.pdf Accessed February 14, 2026.

Hands-on learning cultivates critical thinking, problem solving, adaptability, real time
judgement, and increased learning retention.

Impact: Turn: Better Mental Development

Not only do practical skills contribute to intellectual development, they often do so better

than even theoretic methods such as lectures and memorization.
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